
The September 24, 2020 Flathead 4-H Council meeting was called to order by president, Sandy Evenson, at 6:20 

p.m. in the Country Kitchen at the Flathead County Fairgrounds.  Pledges were done.  A big “Thank You” to 

Patience Bain for organizing Chick Fil A dinner for those who attended tonight’s meeting.              

Ginger May read the minutes to the last meeting.  Kristi Davis motioned to approve the minutes as read.  Motion 

seconded and carried. 

Ginger May read a “Thank You” card from Kendall McKinney and the Montana Royal crew. 

Kelly Marsall presented the balance sheet and a profit and loss report showing a checking account balance of 

$24,280.01.  Bills presented were a bill from Dana Higgins for buyer breakfast supplies of $34 and from Kelly Sue 

Bain for Chick Fil A food for $265 and t-shirt gift cards for $40.  Carol Erickson motioned to approve the treasurer’s 

report.  Motion seconded and carried.  Suzanne Tutvedt motioned to pay the bills.  Motion was seconded and 

carried. 

Club Report: 

A Bit of Difference reported that State Horse show went very well.  It was quite a bit smaller, but our county has 

quite a few members coming home with awards and ribbons.  The horse committee sponsored some scholarships 

for members to attend. 

Ambassadors helped with various events at the fair and hosted “Battle of the Barns”.  Will meet in October.  There 

will be an Ambassador training coming up on October 17 at the Country Kitchen.  Ambassador age is 14 but they 

are encouraging 12 and 13 years old to join. 

Shooting Sports reported that the shotgun season was cancelled because of COVID.  They have a meeting on 

September 29th with the leaders to plan whether to continue for this year.  They will also have a Zoom meeting 

with a lady from Nebraska on how to have a successful year. 

LaSalle Boosters are wrapping up their year.  They had to change date and place for their club meetings since they 

are not able to meet at the school due to COVID. Meetings are now the first Wednesday of the month at the 4-H 

Building.  

Country Cousins are working on record books on ZSuites but some have disappeared.  It has been hard getting the 

club together and having enough to make a quorum.   They will be doing the concession stand at the Corn Maze 

this Sunday form 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and have a concession at the Birch Grove Fall Festival on October 10.  They are 

planning on having a window display for National 4-H week. 

Grandview Supreme reported that they held officer elections and are holding club awards night at the next 

meeting and market steer members are beginning to look for their next steer. 

Glacier View will hold elections next week and are working on project and record books. 

B & F Livestock reviewed Fair, are finishing up record books and will hold elections at their next meeting. 

Rowdy Ropers have been meeting outside but with the weather changing they will be meeting in one of their 

family’s shop where they can all social distance.  With their People Partner Grant they have been making blankets 

for the past 7 years for the Heart Locker together but this year every family have done a couple blankets on their 

own time because of COVID. 

Rocky Mountain Blue Ribbon are figuring out how to run the club meetings without their seniors. 

Smith Valley Boosters are finishing up record books.  They will hold elections next month and are coming up with 

community service projects ideas and have been challenged to get 2 blankets sewn for foster bags by March. 



Lakeview Livestock have been working on record books and had one member who is in quarantine do an online 

presentation for her record book which is posted on their Lakeview Livestock Facebook page.  She did a great job 

and you are all welcome to visit the page and look at it. 

Awards committee reported that the ceremony was held on the 14th.  Most of the members who received awards 

attended.  They wanted to have ice cream but could not find a vendor willing to come to the fairgrounds, so they 

had cupcakes from Little City Cakes.  They included “Thank You” cards for all the members who won awards.  The 

committee will also send “Thank You” cards to all the sponsors also. 

Buyer’s Breakfast was not able to happen this year.  The FFA provided a buyer lunch to the buyers who attended 

in person at the sale, the auctioneers and sale workers. 

Horse committee are looking for more leaders to be on the committee.  Next meeting is December 3rd at 6 p.m. at 

the fairgrounds.  Level assessments are October 4th from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  Please contact Codi Sorenson at 250-

6865.  Horse cards are due June 1st. 

Beef committee reported that the LQA seminar is October 20 at 6 p.m.  in the Country Kitchen.  Reminder that if 

you are wanting to take a beef project you must be enrolled by November 1st. Weighing and tagging dates are 

December 4th and 5th. 

Hog committee reported that February 1st is the enrollment cut off, February 17th is leader training at 6 p.m. in the 

Country Kitchen, March 4th is LQA at 6 p.m. in the Country Kitchen, April 30th is weighing and tagging from 5 p.m. 

to 6 p.m. at the Fairgrounds, May 31st is replacement cut off, June 12th is the Live #1 clinic, ice cream social, and 

weighing from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the fairgrounds, and July 10th is the Live #2 clinic at 10 a.m.  and weighing 

afterwards at the fairgrounds. 

Rabbit, Poultry, and Cavy committee reported that June 1st is the cutoff date and working out the kinks. 

Foundation reported that they made approximately $22,000 and netted around $19,000.  They did tremendously 

well for their first year and are excited for next year. 

Ag/Livestock committee reported that the Market Livestock Commitment forms, both member and club copies, 

need to be revised regarding the over and under weights needing to meet with species specific committees.  Also, 

#10 regarding the chamber sale fee, it should probably state that the fee is nonrefundable. 

Old Business: 

 Carol Erickson motioned to print both t-shirt logos that were presented.  Motion was seconded and 

carried.  Council will purchase a t-shirt for each 2019-2020 member.  Leaders will buy their own.  There will be an 

option on the form for the member to purchase additional t-shirts. Patience Bain and Rachel Eberhart tied for first 

place.  The form and information will be sent to the extension office to be sent out to all families. 

ZSuites Enrollment will begin on October 1st, 2020.  Attached is the enrollment system information. 

New Business: 

 There is a 5% administrative fee for Stripe credit/debit card payment available with the new enrollment 

system.  Many questions were asked regarding the fee, the set up, and how this will affect the report for the 

treasurer.  Nori Pearce reported that she will ask if the fee can be set up so that only those paying by a 

credit/debit card are charged the fee and not absorbed by the Council, also find out how the treasurer will know 

who paid their dues since the money is direct deposit.  Dana Higgins motioned to make a convenience fee to the 

person charging with credit/debit card.  Motion was seconded.  Discussion was had.  All oppose motion failed.  

Dana Higgins amended her motion that if we cannot charge the member/leader then we revisit it at the October 



Council meeting.   Amended Motion seconded.  All oppose amended Motion failed.  Melanie Hayek motioned to 

allow payment by cash or check only, until we can revisit at the October 22nd Council meeting.  Motion seconded 

and passed with one opposed. 

 Ambassador Fall Forum was postponed.  In its place will be similar opportunities to practice leadership 

skills, network with peers and have some fun together.  All of this will be called the Montana 4-H Leadership 

Academy.  Ambassadors will host the first session at the Country Kitchen October 17, 2020, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.  More 

information is attached. 

 The topic of fair pictures was discussed and the disappointment in the quality.  Carol Erickson would like 

to propose that the Council possibly add to the budget to hire a professional photographer to take them.  They 

have talked to Mark Campbell regarding this and he would be happy to have someone else take on hiring a 

photographer.  They will talk to the Fair board about possibly helping with the cost of hiring the photographer. 

They will work on gathering more information and we will put this on the agenda for the October meeting. 

 It was mentioned the possibility of the districts keeping the same county events for the upcoming year.  

Michelle Baker motioned for the year 2020-2021, the districts keep the same county events that they were 

responsible for from 2019-2020.  Motion was seconded and carried with one voting opposed.  

 Hannah Boll discussed that some of the Ambassadors and teen leaders would like to host a new 

member/family orientation.  They would have a slide show and have leaders from committees, projects, Council, 

and Foundation to attend and offer a meet and greet.  They will get more information out when they have details 

figured out. 

 Reminder of Council officer elections will be held at the October meeting.  The office of Vice President and 

Treasurer will be up for election. 

Announcements/Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

 September 30 – Record Book Completion Checklist due in Extension Office 

 October 4th, 2 - 6 p.m. – 4-H Horse Assessments at the Bad Rock Arena (Call Codi Sorenson @250-6865) 

 October 17th, 3-5 p.m., Location TBA – Montana Leadership Academy 

 November 1st – Beef members must be enrolled with enrollment fees paid by this date. 

 November 17th, 6 p.m., Country Kitchen – Flathead 4-H County Foundation Annual Meeting 

 February 1, 2021 – Sheep and Hog members must be enrolled with enrollment fees paid by this date. 

 

Next meeting will be October 22, 2020 at 6 p.m. in the Country Kitchen. 

Marcia Burns motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded and carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Ginger May, secretary. 

 

  

 

 


